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After closing down her Marion business for two years while she battled cancer, Elaine Hulliberger is thrilled to be back in business at Woodland Embroidery and Design. 


MARION — At first glance, Elaine Hulliberger doesn’t look like a fighter. She can’t weigh more than 100 pounds and she has an easy-going manner.

When first diagnosed with cancer in 2005, she quietly followed doctor’s orders.

She went home to die.

She had her best suit cleaned to wear in the casket.
	


Still grieving the death of her husband, who died at her feet of a sudden heart attack three months earlier, she made plans for her own funeral.  Three oncologists and a surgeon confirmed her fate and offered no treatment.

“I had cancer pretty much everywhere,” she said, naming them off like an alphabet of doom — colon, liver, kidneys, bone, lymph nodes, blood, and a tumor by her aorta.

Seeing her despair, downstate family members urged Elaine to try the Karmanos Cancer Institute in Detroit.  A doctor there confirmed her diagnosis.

“He told me I was going to die but said he could give me a little more time.”

That speck of hope transformed Elaine into a ferocious warrior ready to battle for her life. Angry with doctors who gave her no hope, she was determined to prove them wrong.  Two years later she is cancer free. 

She underwent chemotherapy and radiation at Karmanos and then journeyed to New York City to try a new form of radiation. And thrown into the mix, she started taking a dietary supplement called Protocel® that a cousin told her about.

“I didn’t have anybody to talk to about it,” she said of the alternative treatment. “I was alone and I was dying. Finally, I thought, what could happen? I’m going to die anyway.”

She started taking Protocel® and before her next round of chemo, lab work showed her blood count was up — it was normal.  Soon she was driving herself back and forth to Detroit for her chemotherapy. She was gaining strength.  She refused a second round of chemo and opted to try a new form of radiation offered at the Cabrini Medical Center in New York City.

“They chose the three areas that were most likely to kill me,” she explained. “The tumor by my aorta and the tumors in my colon and liver. The doctor felt if he could give me some help with those three it would lengthen my life. But he agreed with everyone else and told me I would never get rid of this cancer.”

After 11 treatments in New York, she came home last September with a CAT scan that showed she still had her tumors.  She decided that was enough treatment.

“I put myself in God’s hands and kept taking Protocel®.”

In January an MRI showed the liver cancer was gone.

After a PET scan, her physician in Reed City, Dr. John Dennis made a startling claim: “You are not dying anymore.”

All of her cancers had disappeared except for the tumor in her colon. They decided to have it surgically removed by Dr. Khatchadour Hamamdjian in Detroit.  While doing the surgery Dr. Hamamdjian took a look at her liver.

“He came to see me in the hospital,” she recalled. “He said that in 25 years he had never seen anything like this — not only was my liver clear of cancer but it was healthy.”

After closing down her business for two years while she battled cancer, Elaine has reopened her shop, Woodland Embroidery and Design in Marion.  She believes her miraculous cure was the result of the combination of all her treatments and her faith in God.  Now that she has her life back, her purpose and passion is to give hope to those diagnosed with terminal cancer.

“I’m not saying everybody can be saved,” she acknowledged. “But you don’t know until you fight and you have got to fight with every ounce of strength you have.”

Elaine said she doesn’t know why God spared her life. But now she intends to use that life to “help those with cancer.”
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